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 MN Public Health Essential Functions:  “Prepare for and 
respond to disasters and assist communities in recovery” 

 Public Health Emergency Preparedness Cooperative 
Agreement:  Meet 15 essential capabilities with 108 
functions, as determined by performance measures. 

 Cities Readiness Initiative: Deliver life-saving medication 
to the entire population within 48 hours. 



 2003   Smallpox vaccination  

 2004   Polio in the Somali refugee community 

 2005   Katrina “Operation Northern Comfort” 

 2005   35W Bridge Collapse 

 2006   TB Outbreak in City homeless shelters 

 2007   Avian flu planning 

 2008   Republican National Convention 

 2009 – 2010 H1N1 

 2011   Northside Tornado 

 2012   4th of July Extreme Heat Event 
 





 

o Community risk assessment survey 
• collected hazard impact perceptions from community sectors 

• identified gaps and concerns 

o Community meetings 
• discussed responses 

• promoted organizational  

    preparedness 

o Next steps 
• continue with 

    community meetings 



 

o Continuity of Operations Planning (COOP) training 

o Training video:  “Building Community Resiliency” 

o Mini-grants, tools and technical support 

o Community-based  

    organization database 

o Community events  
 
 

 



 

o North Minneapolis Tornado 
• Northeast Armory Emergency Shelter 

• Disaster Recovery Center at Farview Park 

• Circulator buses stopping at 9 service locations 



 

o Stress and behavioral health support 
• Youth activities – DRAT and art activities 

• Community awareness – brochure, ECHO video in 4 languages 

• Training for schools and community organizations 

• Promotion of support groups and counseling resources 

o Community Recovery Network 
 

 

 

 



 Comprehensive Postal Plan: May 5-6, 2012 
o National level 

o Full-scale exercise 

 

 Biohazard Detection System: August 21, 2012 
o Local level 

o Full-scale exercise 

 

 Other Emergency Preparedness Exercises 
o Monthly staff notification drills 

o Bi-monthly communication drills at Minneapolis dispensing sites 

o Quarterly regional 800 MHz radio drills 



 Presidential Executive Order #13527 section 2 

 First operational postal plan in the United States 

 Teams of postal carriers and law enforcement personnel 
deliver medicine to households in designated zip codes 

 



 Planning 
o Community meetings and outreach in the Minneapolis zip code 

(55411)  

o Security planning with law enforcement agencies from across the 
Metro area 

 Participants 
o 214 participants from 25 agencies 

 Outcome 
o Deliveries were made to 33,076  

      households in the 55411, 55422  

      55101 & 55102 zip codes 

 

 



Delivery Materials 

 

 



 Biohazard Detection Systems (BDS) are in place at post 
office distribution centers around the country 

 BDS detects the presence of anthrax during the mail 
sorting process 



…and go through 
decontamination. 

Mail at 
distribution 

centers is tested 
for anthrax.  

An alarm goes off 
if there is a 
detection. 

All employees 
and customers in 

the area are 
evacuated… 

The affected 
people are then 
transported to 
another site… 

…where they 
receive medicine 
from local public 

health. 



 Lead agencies 
o Hennepin County Human 

Services & Public Health  

o Minneapolis Department of 
Health & Family Support 
• Dispensing site staff and site 

liaisons 

• Exercise controllers and 
evaluators 

 

 Participants 
o 132 participants from 9 

agencies 

o 91 volunteer “victims” from 
the USPS and Medical 
Reserve Corps 

 

 



 Operation Curtain Call: January, 2013 
o Regional level (Metro) 

o Functional exercise 

 

 Cities Readiness Initiative: July, 2013 
o Regional level (13 counties & 2 cities) 

o Full-scale exercise 



 Partnerships are incredibly 
important. 

 Maintaining trained and 
experienced responders is 
tough. 

 Community outreach and 
involvement is critical to 
success. 

 Local capacity is critical in 
response. 

 Our federal funding is helpful 
and important but has been 
decreasing dramatically . 
 
 
 




